Animals: Adaptations

NAME_____________________________________
1. Adaptation- a body part or behavior that helps an animal meet its needs 



in its environment.

2. Basic needs of animals-water, food, oxygen, shelter, the correct climate.

3. Bird adaptations: hollow bones for flying, feathers, webbed feet, beaks, talons, …

4. Types of bird beaks:       

· Thick, heavy beaks are used to crack seeds. (Cardinals, Toucans…)
· Stubby, short beaks are used for eating fruits. (Finch, Parakeet…)
· Sharp, pointed beaks are used for snatching up insects. (Woodpecker)
· Long sharp beaks are used for spearing fish. (Heron, Stork…)

· Scoop type beaks are used for scooping up fish in water. (Pelican)

· Flat beaks strain water and catch food. (Ducks/Geese)

· Sharp, hooked beaks are used to tear meat. (Eagles, Owls, Hawks…)

5. Camouflage- an animal’s color or pattern that helps it blend in with its

surroundings.  An adaptation that helps an animal hide. A white rabbit “Snow Shoe Hare” sitting in snow is camouflaged. Baby giraffe’s stripes hide it with the herd. Rock Ptarmigans (birds in cold regions) lose their brown feathers in fall and grow white feathers to blend in with the snow.
6. Mimicry- an adaptation in which an animal looks very much like another

animal. The monarch butterfly tastes bad to birds.  The viceroy butterfly “mimics” (looks like) the monarch so the birds will not eat them. Stick bug looks like a stick.
7. Instinct- a behavior or action that an animal does not have to learn.  The animal just
                       knows to do it. (flying, hibernating, migrating, or barking at a stranger)

8. Migration- the movement of a group of one type of animal from one

region to another and back again. (Monarch butterflies, Atlantic

green turtles, gray whales, salmon, and many birds)
9. Hibernation- a period when an animal goes into a long, deep, “sleep.”

10. During hibernation, body temperature drops, heartbeat rate and breathing

rate slows, and the animal needs less energy.

11. Learned behavior- a behavior an animal learns by watching or hearing

other animals. (hunting, barking on demand) A monkey learns to wash the

 sand off a sweet potato after watching another monkey was its.
12. Bird of Prey- Birds that hunt and kill animals for food. (Eagles, Hawks, Owls, 

                        Falcons…)
13. Prey- An animal that is killed for food. (Rabbits, Mice, Deer…)
14. Predator- An animal that hunts and kills other animals for food. (Wolves, Hawks,…)
15. Physical trait- A part of an organism’s body is inherited from parents. (Brown eyes,

                      blond hair, skin color…) 
16. Birds DO NOT LEARN TO FLY!!!! Flying is an instinct.

17. Birds can learn to hunt, sing, and build nests.

18. Some animals migrate to find food and to reproduce. Food is gone in the winter.
                      (Geese, Sea Turtles, Monarch Butterflies…)
19. Some animals hibernate when it is too cold for their food to grow or their cold-

                            blooded bodies would freeze. (Bears, Turtles, Marmots, Frogs, Snakes, 

                            Ground Squirrels…) 
20. Camels can eat cactus thorns, kneel on hot sand because of their callused knees, store

                      fat in their humps (not water), close one set of clear eyelids (nictitating 

                       membrane) and still see, use ear hairs to keep sand out of their eyes.  
21. Beavers have long teeth for cutting wood (they never stop growing), close one set of 

                     clear eyelids (nictitating membrane) to see underwater, close their ears, use

                     their paddle-like tails to steer in the water and slap on the water to warn 

                     other beavers of danger.
